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[Source Material]

An extremely precious historical archaeological document

——Introduction to “SHANG TU THE SUMMER CAPITAL OF
THE YUAN DYNASTY IN DOLON NOR, MONGOLIA”

ZHOU Taiping*

In July 1937, a research team organized by the Japanese East Asian Archaeological
Society/THE TOA-KOKO-GAKUKWAI went to the Doloon Nuur area of Inner
Mongolia to conduct on-site inspections of the Yuan Dynasty capital site. That is, for the
first time, modern archaeological techniques were used to conduct scientific investigation
and research on the Yuan Shang-tu (Xanadu) site in the Yuan capital.

The investigation of the site of Shang-tu, the capital of the Yuan dynasty, was carried
on mainly by the Archaeological Laboratory in the Faculty of Letters of Tokyo University.

The Team which proceeded to this ancient site for research purposes consisted of
the follow-ing persons: Yoshito HaradaJit i A and Kazuchika Komaifi:F12%, besides
Tomoo Kobayashi/ %14, of the above-mentioned Laboratory; Eizo AkaborizRy 5 =
of the Anthropological Research Room in the Faculty of Science of Tokyo University;
Masao SuyenagaA7k ¥ of the Archaeological Research Room of Kyoto University;
Haruo Noda®yH#&% of the Railway Bureau of Chin-hsien/#i#% by the courtesy of the
South Manchurian Railway Company and the Railway Bureau of the Manchoukuo
government, who took upon himself the task of surveying; Kozaburo Shimamura /gt
2 = RR, general secretary of the Far-Eastern Archaeological Society, who looked after the
financial end and the correspondence; and Chikaharu Yoshimurai5#f#i %, who was sent
by the Social Section of the Minseibu Department of the Manchoukuo government to
help as an interpreter.

The team made its headquarters in a Mongolian house (ger) erected near an
abandoned Lama temple of recent construction within the site of the Inner City of Shang-
tu. Guarded by eleven Mongolian soldiers, they conducted investigation during the week
beginning on the 14th and ending on the 20th of July, 1937. First examined the inner and
outer walls of the city and ascertained the whereabouts of the gates. Then proceeded to
take notes on the outlines of buildings, beginning with that of the Imperial Palace
buildings near the middle of the north wall of the Inner City (Forbidden City), and also
examined the Imperial Garden which extended beyond the walls of the Outer City
(Imperial City). They toured the ruins of a temple near the northeastern part of the Outer
City. There, they found the turtle-shaped base of a stele lying in the grass. In addition,
discovered what may be taken to be the site of another temple on the other side of the
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