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Buriat Scholar Tsyben Zhamtsarano’s Academic Work

on the Mausoleum of Chinggis Khan in Inner Mongolia

Chao Lumeng (Cholmon) *

Abstract: Tsyben Zhamtsaranovich Zhamtsarano (1880-1942), the famous Buriat scholar
who devoted himself to the study of the folklore, literature, religion and history of the
Mongols, collected a great number of old books, folk literature texts, and wrote down
many of travelogues, anthropological notes and research papers. His academic work
tremendously helped the scholars in the field. However, many of the collection and the
research had not been published or noticed by the scholars. This paper based on
Zhamtsarano’s travelogues and research paper on Inner Mongolia, the Mausoleum of
Chinggis Khan and Ordos in particular, illustrates the unique culture of Chinggis Khan
cult, the value of old Mongolian manuscriptions, and the life of the Darkhad who guarded
the Mausoleum for centuries.

Keywords: Zhamtsarano; Inner Mongolia; Ordos; Chinggis Khan cult

Introduction

Buriat scholar Tsyben Zhamtsaranovich Zhamtsarano was born in Aga steppe in 1880,
he belonged to Sharait clan of the Khori Buriats'. As one of the famous Mongolist in first
half of the twentieth century, he devoted himself to the study of the folklore, literature,
religion and history of the Mongols. Travelling across Buriatia, Inner and Outer Mongolia,
he collected a great number of old manuscripts, folk literature texts, and wrote down many
of travelogues, anthropological notes and research papers. Most of the collection and
research are precious treasure of the Mongol Studies world.

As a child grown up in the traditional Buriat household, he learned the magic of the
old Mongolian stories and epics early. The old stories showed him the power of the
heritage of the traditional Mongolian culture. When he grew up, he became acquainted

* Chao Lumeng (Cholmon), doctor of history, lecturer at Mongolian History Department of Inner
Mongolia University at Hohhot, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, China, 010000,
Email: cholmon612@sina.com
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Eiroi b3i-uiiH XaaH CyypHMH 3aJIraMm:Kjiax

ACYYIJIBIH TyXail TOBY 6IYYJI9X Hb

3anrua’*

Xypaanryii: Axman xeBryyH Emntoli boii xaan cyypuiir 3anraMkuin0ai 30XUHO IIIAT Y3371
Hb XATaH YJCBIH YIUPaH COHTOX TYPM3IC YYCAUITIH. DHIHiAH Oaiana axmaa XeBryyH
ypbAaap 3aiaramxiiax 00J ye yJIMpaH COHIOX TypMHIH yyxall aryyira 601Ho. DH? Hb MOH
XSITaH YJICBIH JIOTOO/IO/I XapbLAHTyH TOTTyYH ©BOT €CHBI CHCTEM OYPAJICOHUIT XapyyInK
Oaitna. Emroit leryan, Hly Jlroil XaTHBI JPMKIATIIp XaaH CYyCHBI CYYJIP XICOT
A3TYYPTHYYABIH 3C3PIYYLIITAH Tylrapcas 0aiar. Y yHuUll lanTraad Hb XATaH YJIChIH ax
JYYC YAMpaH XaaH CYypHUH 3aJIraMKIIax yIaMKIaiAT ECIT 36pUCOHOOC 00IDKI?.

Tyaxyyp yre: Emroit bait, Enroit [leryan, Ynamxkianr éc

Summary: The idea of succession to the throne of The eldest son King Elui Bay,
inherited from Khitan's re-election rules.In the simple case, if the eldest son precede, he
would be heir apparent which is an important hereditary rule of succession. This also
indicates the formation of a relatively stable ancestral system inside Khitan. When Elui
Duguan came to the throne with the help of The Queen Shu Liu, he faced opposition from
the aristocracy. The reason for this was due to the violation of royal hereditary tradition
in Kitan" s .

Keywords: Elui Bay, Elui Duguan, Tradition

* ©Bep Monronsia Mx Cypryynuitn MoHrosn TYyXuidH canGapblH aCIUPaHT.
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